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Letter from Rev Margaret: 
 
Dear Reader 
 
When I am out for my dogôs early morning walk 
I always go down Callerton Road and I pass 
the house where my mother-in-law lived in the 
1930s.  She was married from that house in 
1939 and we have a copy of the only photo 
taken that day, at the front door, when the 
newlywed couple arrived back home for their 
wedding reception.  One morning as I passed the house and looked 
at the door it made me think of houses where blue plaques have been 
put up to commemorate some famous person who lived there at 
some time.  When I got back in the house I mentioned it to Brian and 
we pondered on the places we would put up a blue plaque to  
remember the significant events in our lives.  Iôm sure we all have 
those places that are important to us. 
 
My thoughts went on, thinking of how our churches hold special  
memories for people.  On the times when photos of St Maryôs or St 
Michaelôs have been posted on the local Facebook pages they have 
attracted lots of ólikesô and comments.  Most of the comments are 
memories of past connections with the church(es).  óMy parents were 
married there in 19..ô;  óI/my children were christened thereô:  óI went to 
Sunday School and I remember so and so who was a Sunday School 
teacherô;   óI was in the choir and I rememberéô  And so it goes on ï 
one personôs memory leading on to a whole thread of comments and 
memories from more people.  I have my own significant life event 
connections ï christened in St Maryôs (as were my husband and son) 
and married there; confirmed and ordained priest in St Michaelôs 
(where my son and daughter-in-law were also married). 
 
Itôs nice for us to have and share those memories, but church  
buildings are not there to just remind us of the past, but to think of the 
present.  Ancient churches and cathedrals receive lots of visitors who 
admire the grand architecture, the wonderful stained-glass windows, 
the paintings, the statues - and people enjoy the peace and ambience 
found in them.  During my sabbatical in 2014 Brian and I visited many 
cathedrals around the country ï I called them ósacred spacesô.  These 
places were built for the glory of God ï to draw our thoughts, our 
eyes, up - up to the one whose presence goes far beyond the  
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buildings ï to God who is omni-present.  And all churches remind us 
that there is a community of people in each locality, who gather there 
to worship and pray. 
Many people pass churches every day and probably never even  
notice them, they are so familiar that we donôt think about them.  
Christmas is a time when more people are drawn to church to hear 
the story of Jesusô birth and sing the familiar carols.  For lots of people 
itôs an important part of their Christmas tradition and celebration.  
 
But the most important Christian festival is Easter, this year on the 
last day of this month. There are fewer people who attend Easter  
services than there are at Christmas.  Perhaps this is because itôs not 
a time when family gatherings happen so much and for children itôs 
more about the Easter eggs and less about the story ï whereas at  
Christmas they also have the excitement of their Nativity plays.  Yet 
Jesus said more about his death and resurrection than he did about 
his birth.  He said, ó òAnd I, as I am lifted up from the earth, will attract 
everyone to me and gather them around me.ò  He put it this way to 
show how he was going to be put to death.ô John chapter 12 verse 32 
 
During Holy Week we travel with Jesus from Palm Sunday, when he 
was hailed by the people as he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, to 
Good Friday when he was ólifted upô on the cross where he suffered 
an agonising death, then to Easter day when we celebrate his  
resurrection, conquering death, having shown us just how much love 
he has for all people. 
 
So, as we remember our sweet memories of church connections of 
the past, may our minds be drawn up to Jesus and the events of Holy 
Week and Easter.   Without Easter there would be no Christmas to 
celebrate. The more people there are, the bigger 
the celebration ïSt Maryôs and St Michaelôs are 
the churches of all the people of the parish and all 
are welcome.  Details of Church services and 
events are published on the parish website and on 
community Facebook pages.  
 
Hope to see you there. 
 
Yours 

Margaret                      Wedding Photo at  

                                               Callerton Road 
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Sunday Service Information 
 

9.30am St Michaelôs 
11am St Maryôs 

6pm (4th Sunday) St Maryôs 
 

Thursday 10am The Parish Hall 
Morning Prayer Service 

 
The following information can be  

applied every month: 
 

1st Sunday: Communion 
2nd Sunday: All Age Family Communion 

3rd Sunday: Communion 
4th Sunday: Morning Praise (am) & Contemporary 

Worship (pm) 
5th Sunday: JOINT SERVICE 10am 

Dear all,  

I have been with you two months now 
and the time has gone so quickly. I 

have been to church services at St. 
Maryôs and St. Michaelôs. Iôve taken 
part in Messy Church, Noahôs Ark, 

Prayer meetings and the fantastic cof-
fee shop time afterwards. There have 
been Carol Services, school  nativities 
and the singing of carols in the local care homes. I have met 

people in their homes for communion. I have even tried    
haggis for the first time at a Burnôs night (although it was  
vegetarian!). I have had a great time getting to know you and 

being with you. I want to thank you for accepting me and  
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making me part of the family straight away.  

When someone comes in for such a short time it would be 
easy to keep them at arms length - knowing that they would 

be leaving shortly. But I have not experienced that in the 
Newburn Parish. You have welcomed me into your hearts 
and lives and I am humbled and thankful for that. Your 

warmth and feeling of real community is what I first noticed 
about being with you. And the community that you share is 
not limited to your church family; I have seen evidence of it 
reaching out into the areas and communities in which you 

live.  

This is not something to take lightly. We have a tendency to 
dismiss love and community and focus on more measurable 
things but Godôs priority is always love and community. The 

whole purpose of salvation is to put us right with God and 
with others so that we can live together in peace and   
wholeness.  

1 John 4:12 says, ñNo-one has seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in 
us.ò So, as you love and care for one another, choosing to 
spend time with each other, the invisible God can be seen 
through that love. It is so visible, that in Acts 2:42-47 we see 

that as people came together and lived in community and 
prayer, more and more people were added to their number.  

So my prayer for you is that this will happen in Newburn and 
Throckley. That your love and commitment for each other 

will continue to grow so that God may be seen and people 
added to your number. As I look to the future I hope this is 
something that I will be able to find, or help develop, in my 

own parish. It has been a privilege to join in with all the 
things that you are doing and learn from you all.   

Thank you once again, Ali McCarthy 
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Thursday 28th March:  

Maundy Thursday  

Taize Communion  

7pm St Michaelôs 

 

Friday 29th March:  

Good Friday  

Hour at the Cross  

2pm St Michaelôs 

 

Sunday 31st March:  

Easter Sunday  

Family Communion  

10am St Maryôs 
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FOCUS 
MARCH: 

 

World Water Day, 22
nd
 March: 

World Water Day became a UN 
observance day in 1993.  
It wants to focus attention on the 
global water crisis, and raise 
awareness of the 2.2 billion  
people still living without access to safe water. It hopes to inspire 
action to tackle the water and sanitation crisis. This year, World 
Water Day 2024 will focus on the theme, óLeveraging Water for 
Peaceô. Every year, World Water Day raises awareness and  
inspires action to tackle the water and sanitation crisis. In 2024, 
the theme of World Water Day is óLeveraging water for peaceô 
and the World Water Day campaign is simply called óWater for 
Peace.  

óWater for Peaceô explained: 
Water can create peace or spark conflict. 
When water is scarce or polluted, or when 
people have unequal or no access,      
tensions can rise between communities 
and countries. More than 3 billion people 
worldwide depend on water that crosses 
national borders. Yet, out of 153 countries 
that share rivers, lakes and aquifers with 

their neighbours, only 24 countries report having cooperation 
agreements for all their shared water. As climate change        
impacts increase, there is an urgent need, within and between 
countries, to unite around protecting and conserving our most 
precious resource. As populations grow, water will become    
increasingly important in the fight against poverty and the       
deterioration of the environment. Cooperation on water can build 
vital resilience to extreme weather events and help populations 
to mitigate and adapt to a changing climate. Public health and   
prosperity, food and energy systems, economic productivity and 
environmental integrity all rely on a well functioning and           
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equitably managed water cycle. This 
means that non-discrimination and   
equality in ensuring access to water and 
sanitation can have a positive ripple effect 
across society. Peaceful cooperation 
around water can flow into peaceful       
cooperation in all sectors. By working    
together to balance everyoneôs human 
rights and needs, water can be a          
stabilizing force and a catalyst for sustainable development.  
Over time, there have been many more incidences of             
cooperation than conflict over water, but there is much more to 
do. We must act upon the realization that water is not only a   
resource to be used and competed over ï it is a human right, 
intrinsic to every aspect of life. At the  local and national level, 
different water users ï particularly water and sanitation utilities, 

energy, food and industry ï must         
cooperate through an integrated water 
resources management approach and 
promote a circular economy that fulfils 
peopleôs human rights. At the basin level, 
countries should develop agreements 
and set up institutions to peacefully      
manage water resources that cross  
international borders. Cooperation on 
transboundary waters is essential for 

peace and prosperity. Governments should cooperate             
bilaterally, regionally or globally, for example through signing up 
to and implementing the United Nations Water Convention and 
Watercourses Convention. We all have a part to play. As        
individuals, we can use water more carefully, reducing stress on 
the environment and water infrastructure. We can also hold 
elected officials, companies, organizations and others to  
account for their obligations and promises on water. In our  
working lives, we can also ensure that all our activities are done 
responsibly and protect water resources and ecosystems,  
according to the law. We all need to unite around water and use 
water for peace, laying the foundations of a more stable and 
prosperous tomorrow  
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